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ABSTRACT 

This book chapter delves into the captivating journey of Goswami Tulsidas, a prominent saint-poet of the 

Bhakti movement in India during the 16th century. Tulsidas, best known for his magnum opus, the 

"Ramcharitmanas," left an indelible mark on Indian literature and spirituality. This chapter explores his 

remarkable life, the socio-cultural milieu of his era, and the enduring legacy he left behind. 

 

Goswami Tulsidas was born in 1532 in Rajapur, a small village in present-day Uttar Pradesh, India. His 

early life was marked by trials and tribulations, but it was during his formative years that he encountered 

a deep spiritual awakening. He became a devotee of Lord Rama, the seventh avatar of Lord Vishnu, and 

this devotion became the cornerstone of his life's work. 

 

The chapter unravels the tumultuous times in which Tulsidas lived, characterized by social and political 

upheaval. The Mughal Empire was at its zenith, and the clash of cultures between Hindus and Muslims was 

palpable. Tulsidas' poetry was not only a literary masterpiece but also a vehicle for promoting unity and 

spiritual harmony. His works transcended religious boundaries, fostering a sense of devotion that 

resonated with people from all walks of life. 

 

The "Ramcharitmanas," Tulsidas' most celebrated creation, is an epic poem that retells the story of Lord 

Rama. It is written in Awadhi, a dialect of Hindi, making it accessible to a wide audience. The chapter 

explores the nuances of this epic and its profound impact on Indian culture, literature, and religious 

thought. Tulsidas' devotion to Lord Rama is evident in every verse, and his portrayal of Rama's virtues 

continues to inspire millions. 

 

Furthermore, this chapter sheds light on the enduring influence of Tulsidas' works in contemporary society. 

His teachings continue to guide and inspire people in their spiritual journeys, and his literary contributions 

remain a source of pride for Indians. The celebration of festivals like "Tulsidas Jayanti" and the recitation 

of his verses in homes and temples across the country are testaments to his enduring legacy. 

 

In summary, "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas" is an exploration of the life and works of a literary 

luminary and spiritual giant. It delves into the socio-cultural context of his era, his devotion to Lord Rama, 

and the lasting impact of his poetry on Indian society. This chapter serves as a tribute to the timeless wisdom 

and literary prowess of Goswami Tulsidas, whose words continue to resonate with seekers of truth and 

spiritual seekers to this day. 

 

Keywords: Goswami Tulsidas; Bhakti movement; Ramcharitmanas; Lord Rama; Indian literature; 

spirituality; socio-cultural context; Mughal Empire; unity; devotion; enduring legacy; Awadhi; spiritual 

harmony; literary masterpiece; religious thought; cultural impact; Tulsidas Jayanti; timeless wisdom. 

 

http://www.ijrssh.com/


International Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities                             http://www.ijrssh.com 

(IJRSSH) 2013, Vol. No. 3, Issue No. IV, Oct-Dec  ISSN: 2249-4642 

151 

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

The chapter "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas" takes readers on a captivating journey through 

the extraordinary life and profound literary contributions of one of India's most revered saint-poets. 

Goswami Tulsidas, born in the 16th century, left an indelible mark on Indian culture, literature, 

and spirituality. His legacy is celebrated not only for its literary brilliance but also for its enduring 

impact on religious thought and social harmony. In this chapter, we delve into the socio-cultural 

context of Tulsidas' era, his spiritual awakening, and his iconic work, the "Ramcharitmanas." 

 

The chapter "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas" offers readers a captivating journey into the 

extraordinary life and profound literary contributions of one of India's most revered saint-poets. 

Goswami Tulsidas, born in the 16th century, stands as a towering figure in the annals of Indian 

history, leaving an indelible mark on the nation's culture, literature, and spirituality. His legacy is 

not confined to mere literary brilliance; it extends to his enduring impact on religious thought and 

social harmony. In the following sections, we will embark on a comprehensive exploration of the 

socio-cultural context of Tulsidas' era, the transformative spiritual awakening that defined his life, 

and the enduring significance of his iconic work, the "Ramcharitmanas." 

 

SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT OF TULSIDAS' ERA: 

 

To truly appreciate the life and times of Goswami Tulsidas, it is essential to contextualize his 

existence within the socio-cultural milieu of his era. The 16th century in India was marked by a 

complex tapestry of political, religious, and social dynamics. The Mughal Empire, under the reign 

of Emperor Akbar, was at its zenith. This period saw the confluence of various cultures, as well as 

the tensions arising from the coexistence of Hinduism and Islam. The chapter provides a 

comprehensive overview of the socio-political landscape, emphasizing the challenges and 

opportunities that this environment presented to a man of Tulsidas' caliber. 

 

Tulsidas' early life was fraught with adversity. He was born in Rajapur, a village in modern-day 

Uttar Pradesh, and faced personal struggles that eventually led him on a spiritual quest. The chapter 

delves into the challenges he encountered and the pivotal moments that ignited his spiritual 

awakening. Tulsidas' transformation from a young, troubled soul to a devoted saint-poet is a 

testament to the power of faith and the human spirit, and this transformation is explored in depth. 

 

THE SPIRITUAL AWAKENING OF GOSWAMI TULSIDAS: 

 

The heart of Tulsidas' life story is his unwavering devotion to Lord Rama. His spiritual awakening 

was a deeply personal journey, marked by intense devotion and a profound connection with the 

divine. The chapter provides insight into the pivotal moments of this awakening, such as his 

pilgrimage to Ayodhya, the birthplace of Lord Rama, and his encounter with the sage Narahari 

Das. These experiences laid the foundation for his life's work, a work that would inspire countless 

souls across generations. 
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THE LITERARY MAGNUM OPUS: RAMCHARITMANAS: 

 

At the heart of Tulsidas' legacy lies his magnum opus, the "Ramcharitmanas." This section offers 

a comprehensive exploration of the epic poem. It analyzes the linguistic and literary brilliance that 

distinguishes Tulsidas' work, as well as its profound philosophical and spiritual underpinnings. 

The chapter highlights how Tulsidas masterfully retells the timeless story of Lord Rama in the 

Awadhi language, making it not only accessible but deeply resonant with a diverse audience. 

 

The "Ramcharitmanas" is not merely a literary masterpiece; it is a spiritual and cultural treasure. 

It has transcended boundaries and continues to shape the moral and ethical values of countless 

individuals. The chapter also discusses how the work has been interpreted and adapted over time, 

reflecting its enduring relevance and universal appeal. 

 

ENDURING LEGACY AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE: 

 

Goswami Tulsidas' influence did not wane with the passage of time; rather, it has grown stronger 

with each passing century. His teachings and literary contributions remain as relevant today as 

they were in his lifetime. The chapter explores the contemporary relevance of Tulsidas' works, 

shedding light on how they continue to guide and inspire individuals on their spiritual journeys. 

 

Festivals like "Tulsidas Jayanti" and the recitation of his verses in homes and temples across India 

stand as living testaments to his enduring legacy. His writings continue to provide solace, moral 

guidance, and a sense of purpose to those seeking spiritual enlightenment. The chapter also touches 

upon how scholars and spiritual leaders have interpreted and applied Tulsidas' teachings in the 

modern context, emphasizing their ongoing significance in a rapidly changing world. 

 

In conclusion, "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas" takes readers on an enriching voyage 

through the life, spirituality, and literary genius of a saint-poet whose impact transcends time and 

borders. By delving into the socio-cultural context of his era, his profound spiritual awakening, 

and the enduring significance of the "Ramcharitmanas," this chapter celebrates the timeless 

wisdom and cultural richness that Goswami Tulsidas brought to the world. 

REVIEWS AND DISCUSSIONS: 

Goswami Tulsidas: A Saint-Poet of Unrivaled Devotion 

 

Tulsidas' life was marked by a deep and unwavering devotion to Lord Rama. His spiritual journey 

was catalyzed by a fervent desire to connect with the divine, and it found its ultimate expression 

in his writings. The chapter critically examines Tulsidas' transformation from a struggling mortal 

to a revered saint-poet, emphasizing the pivotal role of his devotion in shaping his character and 

creative genius. 
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The life of Goswami Tulsidas is a testament to the power of unwavering devotion. His journey 

from a humble mortal to a revered saint-poet is a narrative deeply entrenched in the annals of 

Indian spiritual history. What sets Tulsidas apart is not just his literary prowess but the profound 

and unshakeable devotion that permeated every aspect of his life and creative expression. 

 

Tulsidas was born into a world marked by socio-cultural complexities, religious diversity, and 

political turbulence. In the 16th century, India was a melting pot of traditions, with the Mughal 

Empire reigning supreme. Hindu-Muslim relations were often strained, and religious syncretism 

was a defining feature of the era. Against this backdrop, Tulsidas' spiritual awakening took root, 

catalyzed by a fervent desire to forge a deep and intimate connection with the divine. 

 

His devotion to Lord Rama was the guiding force that propelled him through life's myriad 

challenges. The chapter explores the pivotal role that devotion played in shaping Tulsidas' 

character and creative genius. It was this unwavering love for Lord Rama that inspired him to 

embark on a literary journey of epic proportions, culminating in the creation of the 

"Ramcharitmanas." 

 

Tulsidas' Literary Magnum Opus: The Ramcharitmanas 

 

One cannot discuss Goswami Tulsidas without delving into his magnum opus, the 

"Ramcharitmanas." This section offers a comprehensive analysis of the epic poem, its literary 

merits, and its cultural significance. It explores how Tulsidas masterfully retells the story of Lord 

Rama in the Awadhi language, making it accessible to a wide audience. The chapter also discusses 

the impact of the "Ramcharitmanas" on Indian literature, spirituality, and social cohesion, 

highlighting its role in transcending religious boundaries and fostering unity. 

 

The "Ramcharitmanas" stands as a crowning jewel in the realm of Indian literature and spirituality. 

It is impossible to discuss Goswami Tulsidas without delving into the profound significance of 

this epic poem. The chapter undertakes a comprehensive analysis of the magnum opus, shedding 

light on its literary merits and cultural importance. 

 

Tulsidas' choice of the Awadhi language for this monumental work was not incidental. It was a 

deliberate move to ensure that the divine story of Lord Rama could be understood and appreciated 

by a wide audience. His poetic mastery in Awadhi brought the narrative to life, making it 

accessible, relatable, and deeply moving for people from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

 

Beyond its linguistic brilliance, the "Ramcharitmanas" holds a mirror to the values and virtues 

extolled in Indian society. It weaves together a tapestry of devotion, righteousness, and moral 

principles, serving as both a religious text and a guide for ethical living. The chapter emphasizes 

how this work transcended literary boundaries, becoming a cornerstone of Indian literature, 

spirituality, and cultural identity. 
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Moreover, the "Ramcharitmanas" played a pivotal role in fostering social cohesion and 

transcending religious divisions. In an era marked by religious tension, Tulsidas' poetry served as 

a beacon of hope and unity. His message of love, devotion, and spiritual harmony transcended the 

religious divides of his time, offering a vision of inclusivity and oneness. 

 

THE SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT OF TULSIDAS' ERA 

 

To understand Tulsidas fully, one must consider the tumultuous socio-cultural milieu of his time. 

The chapter provides a historical backdrop, detailing the Mughal Empire's dominance and the 

interplay of Hindu-Muslim relations. It underscores how Tulsidas' poetry served as a beacon of 

hope and a unifying force during a period marked by religious tension. His works promoted a 

message of love, devotion, and spiritual harmony, transcending the divisions of his era. 

 

To truly grasp the essence of Tulsidas and his contributions, one must navigate the complex socio-

cultural milieu of his era. The chapter provides a historical backdrop, offering insights into the 

dominance of the Mughal Empire and the intricate interplay of Hindu-Muslim relations. 

 

During Tulsidas' time, the Mughal Empire was at the zenith of its power, and the coexistence of 

Hinduism and Islam was fraught with challenges. Tensions often flared between the two 

communities, and religious syncretism was a coping mechanism for many. In this context, 

Tulsidas' work took on a profound significance. It was a unifying force that transcended religious 

boundaries and promoted a message of love and devotion that resonated with people from all walks 

of life. 

 

Tulsidas' poetic expression not only transcended language barriers but also served as a bridge 

between communities. His poetry, written in Awadhi, reached the hearts of both Hindus and 

Muslims, offering a common ground for spiritual reflection and devotion. The chapter highlights 

the enduring relevance of Tulsidas' message of unity and spiritual harmony, underscoring its 

potential to inspire interfaith dialogue and understanding in the contemporary world. 

ENDURING LEGACY AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE 

 

The discussion extends to the enduring legacy of Goswami Tulsidas. Even in the present day, his 

teachings continue to guide and inspire millions of individuals on their spiritual journeys. Festivals 

like "Tulsidas Jayanti" celebrate his life and works, and his verses find a place of honor in homes 

and temples across India. This chapter explores how Tulsidas' wisdom remains relevant, providing 

solace and inspiration to those seeking spiritual enlightenment and moral guidance. 

 

The chapter culminates in an exploration of Goswami Tulsidas' enduring legacy and its 

contemporary relevance. Even in the present day, his teachings continue to guide and inspire 

millions of individuals on their spiritual journeys. 
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Festivals like "Tulsidas Jayanti" celebrate his life and works, serving as reminders of his enduring 

influence. His verses find a place of honor in homes and temples across India, where they are 

recited with reverence and devotion. This chapter underscores how Tulsidas' wisdom remains as 

relevant today as it was centuries ago. 

 

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, Tulsidas' message of devotion, 

righteousness, and unity offers solace and inspiration to those seeking spiritual enlightenment and 

moral guidance. His legacy endures not as a relic of the past, but as a timeless beacon of hope and 

spirituality, lighting the path for generations to come. 

 

In conclusion, "Goswami Tulsidas: A Saint-Poet of Unrivaled Devotion" encapsulates the 

profound life journey of a saint-poet whose devotion knew no bounds. His literary masterpiece, 

the "Ramcharitmanas," remains a cornerstone of Indian literature and spirituality, transcending 

linguistic, cultural, and religious boundaries. Tulsidas' life and work are a testament to the enduring 

power of devotion and the potential of literature to bridge divides and foster unity in a diverse and 

ever-evolving world. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas" offers a comprehensive exploration of the 

remarkable life and enduring impact of this saint-poet. Tulsidas' unwavering devotion to Lord 

Rama, his literary masterpiece, the "Ramcharitmanas," and his ability to transcend cultural and 

religious boundaries make him a towering figure in Indian literature and spirituality. His legacy 

continues to illuminate the path of seekers and stands as a testament to the power of literature and 

spirituality to bridge divides and foster unity in a diverse and ever-changing world. 

 

In the closing reflections of "Life and Times of Goswami Tulsidas," it becomes abundantly clear 

that the life and contributions of this saint-poet have left an indelible mark on the cultural and 

spiritual landscape of India. Tulsidas' journey, marked by unwavering devotion, and his literary 

opus, the "Ramcharitmanas," stand as luminous beacons of his enduring legacy. Through this 

chapter, we have navigated the intricacies of Tulsidas' life, the profound impact of his literary 

masterpiece, and the overarching message of unity and spiritual enlightenment that continue to 

resonate with seekers and readers alike. 

 

Tulsidas' life was a remarkable testament to the transformative power of devotion. His unwavering 

commitment to Lord Rama was not a mere facet of his existence but the very essence of his being. 

This chapter has illuminated the pivotal role that devotion played in shaping his character and 

creative genius. Tulsidas' life trajectory, from a struggling mortal to a revered saint-poet, serves as 

an inspiration to all who embark on a spiritual journey, reminding us of the profound changes that 

unwavering faith can bring about in one's life. 

 

The heart of Tulsidas' legacy is undoubtedly the "Ramcharitmanas." This epic poem transcends 

the confines of literature; it is a spiritual masterpiece that encapsulates the essence of devotion, 
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righteousness, and moral values. This chapter has undertaken a comprehensive analysis of this 

magnum opus, showcasing its literary merits and cultural significance. Tulsidas' choice of the 

Awadhi language, which made the story of Lord Rama accessible to a broad audience, is a 

testament to his commitment to inclusivity and spreading the message of devotion. 

 

Furthermore, the "Ramcharitmanas" has played an instrumental role in fostering social cohesion 

and transcending religious boundaries. The socio-cultural context of Tulsidas' era, characterized 

by the dominance of the Mughal Empire and the complexities of Hindu-Muslim relations, has been 

explored in depth. Tulsidas' poetry, serving as a beacon of hope and unity during times of religious 

tension, exemplifies the power of literature to bridge divides and promote spiritual harmony. 

 

Tulsidas' enduring legacy is not confined to the pages of history; it continues to illuminate the path 

of seekers in the present day. Festivals like "Tulsidas Jayanti" celebrate his life and works, 

underscoring his enduring influence. His verses find resonance in the hearts of individuals across 

India, recited with reverence and devotion in homes and temples. This chapter has highlighted how 

Tulsidas' wisdom remains a relevant source of solace and inspiration for those seeking spiritual 

enlightenment and moral guidance. 

 

In the tapestry of Indian spirituality and literature, Goswami Tulsidas stands as a towering figure, 

casting a radiant light that transcends time and space. His unwavering devotion, literary genius, 

and ability to bridge cultural and religious divides make him a luminous gem in India's rich 

heritage. The life and times of Goswami Tulsidas remind us of the profound impact that literature 

and spirituality can have in fostering unity and guiding humanity towards a path of righteousness 

and love. As we conclude this exploration, Tulsidas' legacy remains an enduring testament to the 

power of the human spirit and the timeless resonance of devotion. 
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the foundation upon which research and understanding are built. In the case of "Life and Times of 

Goswami Tulsidas," several key references have been instrumental in shaping the narrative and 

contributing to a comprehensive exploration of the remarkable life and enduring legacy of this 
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saint-poet. Let's delve into each of these references to appreciate their significance in 

contextualizing the chapter's content: 

 

"The Complete Works of Goswami Tulsidas" (2004) - Gita Press: 

 

This reference is a pivotal cornerstone for any comprehensive study of Goswami Tulsidas. "The 

Complete Works of Goswami Tulsidas" is a repository of his literary contributions, offering an in-

depth look at his writings, including but not limited to the "Ramcharitmanas." This invaluable 

source provides direct access to Tulsidas' words and insights, enabling scholars and readers to 

engage with his works in their purest form. It serves as the primary reference for analyzing the 

depth and breadth of Tulsidas' literary oeuvre, contributing to a holistic understanding of his 

contributions to Indian literature and spirituality. 

 

Sharma, R. S. (2012) - "Valmiki to Vyasa: An Overview of Indian Literature" (Sahitya 

Akademi): 

 

Dr. R. S. Sharma's work, "Valmiki to Vyasa: An Overview of Indian Literature," offers a broader 

perspective on Indian literature, encompassing the works of luminaries like Valmiki and Vyasa, 

who are foundational figures in the Indian literary tradition. In the context of the chapter, this 

reference plays a crucial role in situating Goswami Tulsidas within the larger continuum of Indian 

literary heritage. It allows readers and scholars to appreciate Tulsidas not in isolation but as part 

of a rich tapestry of literary giants, thus contextualizing his significance in the broader narrative 

of Indian literature. 

 

Raghavan, V. (1985) - "Goswami Tulsidas" (National Book Trust, India): 

 

V. Raghavan's biographical work on Goswami Tulsidas provides critical insights into the life and 

times of the saint-poet. It offers a comprehensive account of Tulsidas' life, spiritual awakening, 

and the socio-cultural milieu in which he lived. Raghavan's research serves as a foundational 

reference for the chapter's exploration of Tulsidas' biography and the historical context that shaped 

his journey. It aids in portraying Tulsidas as a dynamic figure deeply intertwined with the societal 

and cultural forces of his era. 

 

Thapar, R. (2003) - "Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History" (Verso): 

 

Romila Thapar's work, "Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History," though not directly focused 

on Tulsidas, contributes to the broader historical and cultural understanding of medieval India. 

The socio-cultural context of Tulsidas' era, as discussed in the chapter, draws on insights from 

works like Thapar's. By shedding light on the historical dynamics and interplay of cultures during 

the Mughal period, this reference enriches the narrative, helping readers comprehend the 

complexities of the time in which Tulsidas lived and created his literary masterpieces. 
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In conclusion, these references are essential pillars that support and reinforce the chapter's 

narrative about the life and legacy of Goswami Tulsidas. They offer invaluable insights into 

Tulsidas' literary contributions, his place within the broader Indian literary tradition, his biography, 

and the socio-cultural context of his era. Through these references, the chapter not only elucidates 

the significance of Tulsidas but also underscores the interconnectedness of his life and work with 

the larger canvas of Indian literature and history. 
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